Proposal Structure
· Brief Introduction/ Project description

In this first section of your Proposal, you will talk about why this Topic is of interest to you. Do you have any connection to this Topic? Is it an interest or passion of yours? And why? You could give a brief overview of the history or background to this topic. Why is this Topic important? Why does it matter? What is the specific are of your research and, in broad terms, what do you hope to achieve with this project? 

· Research Question or Statement/ Hypothesis 
Here you will write out your Research Question or Hypothesis (statement). Remember, this question or hypothesis must create an argument. Therefore it must be possible to answer your question, with a ‘Yes’ AND a ‘No’ - with evidence that agrees or disagrees with your question or hypothesis. You will (in the end) probably finish your project by supporting one side of the argument, but initially, it’s important you examine arguments on either side i.e. ‘Yes’ and ‘No’. 

· Aims & Objectives (3-5 objectives)
First of all you will write out the overall Aim of your Project: This is a re-wording of your Research Question or Hypothesis that tells us the aim or purpose of this Project.
Then, you will create 2 or 3 Objectives. These are the things that you need to achieve or do, in order to answer your question or, or test your hypothesis. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Here is a generic example:
i) Analyse existing material related to your topic and Research Question (Secondary Research).
ii) Conduct Primary Research related to your Research Question
iii) Analyse the results of your research and make conclusions and recommendations. 
Remember! Objectives will direct your secondary research – ie you will only look for material, which is relevant to your Research Question and your Aims and Objectives. 

· Literature Review (Preliminary)
In this section, you will give a brief (two/three paragraphs) overview of some of the existing literature that is relevant to your topic. You will need to refer to, and reference, a number of books/articles/journals etc (AT LEAST 5 REFERENCES FOR THE PROPOSAL). Again, don’t forget that this research will be guided by your Aims and Objectives. 

· Research Methodology:

Here you will explain your method of research. You will say that you intend to undertake the following:

1) A Critical Literature Review: You will explain how the Literature review is going to help you towards your Primary Research; generally this is by demonstrating that there is information that you need that is not currently available or has not been published. 

2) Primary Research: Say what primary research you will undertake (Questionnaires. Interviews? Focus groups? Other?). Explain why you have chosen this method (e.g.: because with quantative information it is easy to represent the results using graphs, charts and statistics; also it is relatively quick and inexpensive). Sample i.e. who and how many people are involved. Delivery (posted, by hand, email etc.). Content (number of questions, types of questions e.g. closed, scaled, etc.). 

3) Analysis and Interpretation of Research results. You will do this by converting your data into percentages, graphs and charts. Then, you will analyse the data to see how each piece of information (i.e. each answer) helps you to answer you Research Question or helps you confirm your hypothesis.

· Ethical Questions:
Does your proposed research involve any of the following?
Deception of Participants
Financial Inducements
Possible psychological Stress
Access to confidential information
Any other special circumstances
· Action Plan/Timetable

· References (At least 5)

