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Main Idea: Humanism

Definition:

An outlook or system of thought attaching prime importance to human rather than divine or supernatural matters. Humanist beliefs stress the potential value and goodness of human beings, emphasize common human needs, and seek solely rational ways of solving human problems.

Similarities/Differences in Middle Ages/Renaissance:

· Similarities
· Middle Ages
· Women treated similarly to property
· Church was important
· The Black Plague
· Political influence
· Renaissance
· Italy
· References to mythology
· Humans are superior
· Human achievement important
· Differences
· Middle Ages
· People in the book are not obsessed with other religions than Catholicism
· In the world many people believed in other religions
· Renaissance
· No philosophers in book
· Humans fight a lot in the book
· Renaissance was a peaceful period in real life
· Human achievement not recognized in artworks

Example from the Play
· “I tell thee what: get thee to church o’ Thursday, or never look me in the face.” (Lord Capulet to Juliet, Act 3 Scene 5).
