Romeo and the Renaissance

Background: History and literature go together: you can’t understand one without the other. The time period in which the author lives and writes affects the plot of his stories. The society in which the story was written and takes place affects the smallest detail of the text. In order to understand why a story develops the way it does, it’s important to know what was going on where and when it was written. So, as students of history and literature, you are going to explore the history that influenced Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet. 

Task: Discuss 3 ways in which the Middle Ages and/or the Renaissance affect the outcome of Romeo and Juliet. 
· Some things to consider: Humanism; Naturalism; Secularism; the role of women; following and/or breaking away from conservative traditions of the Middle Ages, etc... 

Guidelines:
· Identify 3 ways either the Middle Ages and/or the Renaissance affect what happens in the play
· You may ONLY use your notes from Global Studies, your Global textbook, our class notes, and the play to help you (check out the informational pages in the front of the book, too).  
· Break your paper down into Organizational Categories - Give the historical background of each piece and then give examples of how it affects the play. Make sure you explain the connection between the two. 
· This is a formal essay combined with information from your Global class. 
· You should follow the conventions of formal written English.

Directions:
· DUE DATE: May 30th @ 2:45 pm on Classroom 
· 9R - 4 pages - typed - Times New Roman, size 12 - double-spaced
· Submitted to www.turnitin.com by 11:00 pm on May 30th. 
