
     The Italian Renaissance
· Renaissance 
· Trade 
· Created a wealthy class who became patrons of the arts
· Classicism 
· Revival of Greek & Roman achievements and writings
· Questioning Spirit
· Intellectual & Artistic Creativity
· Secularism 
· Other than religion 
· Humanism
· Glorifying people and human reason 
· Individualism 
· Emphasis on the individual & achievements 
· Why Italy 
· Crusades- travel to/from the Holy Land went through Italy 
· Italian city-states provided transportation & trade 
· Lack of feudalism lead to capitalism 
· Trade lead to cultural diffusion 
· Pride in Ancient Rome 
· Major Italian City-States 
· Milan
· Rich city controles trade through the Alps
· Venice 
· Major trade route between Asia and Europe
· Florence
· Controlled by the Medici Family, great patrons of the arts
· Genoa 
· Access to trade routes
· Rome 
· HQ of Catholic Church 
· All of these cities 
· Had access to trade routes
· Served as trading centers for the distribution of goods to northern Europe
· Ideas from the Middle East 
· Greek/Roman writings
· European Christians had destroyed many of these because they said they were heresy
· Arab scholars had preserved them 
· Europeans studied at arab libraries with Arab scholars & brought work back to europe  


· Renaissance begins in Florence 
· Medici Family ran Florence (wealthiest/most powerful bankers in Europe) who used their $ to commission art & beautify Florence 
· Renaissance Economics
· Profit making became more important than Church 
· Church losing power
· To overcome guilt profit makers start philanthropy (charity)
· Influence of guilds declining 
· Questioning Spirit 
· Writers thinkers began to criticize the “old” ways 
· Francesco Petrarch wrote secular poetry about love & life in the here/now not just in the afterlife 
· Erasmus wrote “Praise of Folly” making fun of the corrupt church 
· Cervantes wrote “Don Quixote” making fun of chivalry & Medieval Culture 
· Humanism 
· Idea connected with human interest/value 
· Human beings have dignity and intelligence 
· Humans can change the world and make it better
· Connected to Realism
· Artists used Greek/Roman history and Arab in their art  
· Humanistic Art
· Human anatomy is used to show the details of the human form
· Naked people = humanism 
· Leonardo Da Vinci’s Last Supper each figure is distinguishable 
· Renaissance Education 
· Goal- make people well-rounded
· Religion was important but questioned
· “Renaissance Man: 
· Good at everything 
· Well educated
· Gutenberg Bible (1488)
· Widespread production 
· Printing was faster more books available 
· Church did not control what was published
· Increased literacy 
· Printing unchanged for 500 years 
· Intellectual Contributions 
· Dante Alighieri wrote “The Divine Comedy” in Italian, telling the epic journey through hell 
· Chaucer wrote “Canterbury Tales” in English telling tales of medieval life 
· Nicolaus Copernicus wrote that the earth rotates around the sun 
· Galileo Galilei proved Copernicus’ theory invented the telescope possibly discovered acceleration in physics 
· Leonardo Da Vinci = ultimate Renaissance man 
· Had great accomplishments in science engineering & architecture in addition to masterpiece paintings (Vitruvian man Last Supper Mona Lisa etc.)\
· Michelangelo Buonarroti (1475-1564)
· Painted (sistine chapel ceiling), sculptures (david and la pieta) designed buildings & wrote poetry incorporating classical & religious features in his work  
· Desiderius Erasmus 
· A priest who wrote books, The Praise of Folly condemned ignorance & superstition believed education would lead to more perfect societies 
· Renaissance Politics 
· Same problems as the ancient Greek city-states 
· Inter fighting
· Lacking unity 
· Rivalries over trade etc. 
· Competing families/nobles 
· Medici Family (merchants)
· $ from banking wool mining trade etc.
· Patron of the arts (took in Michelangelo)
· The Medici Family 
· Cosimo “the Elder”
· Became the richest bankers in Europe
· Made Florence the center of Renaissance art 
· Lorenzo the magnificent (his grandson) succeeded Cosimo
· Horrible banker= closing of Medici banks 
· Adopted Michelangelo & gave $$$$ to arts 
· Florence & Medici family falls apart after his death 
· Medici Florence: Economy 
· banking = major source of power/income 
· Florentine gold coin (Florin) became the standard coin in europe
· Florence’s wealth depended on the manufacture/trade of wool 
· Political ideas of the Renaissance 
· Niccolo Machiavelli (1469-1527) florentine philosopher and writer (major work the prince) who worked for the government from 1498 1512
· believed :
· Better for a ruler to be feared than loved 
· Ruler should be quick and decisive 
· Ruler keeps power by any means necessary 
· The end justifies the means 
· Be good when possible evil when necessary 


· Trade routes from Italy to the rest of Europe 
· Italy's trade carried the new renaissance ideas to france england spain & the german states from 1400-1500 when Italy loses power= Northern Renaissance
· 
