Skills 4, Critical Review Pantoja and Segura (2003) 
[bookmark: _Hlk511820935]Discussion Prompts
Prepare for the second workgroup session by preparing responses to the following prompts regarding Pantoja and Segura (2003): Does Ethnicity Matter? Descriptive Representation in Legislatures and Political Alienation Among Latinos 

Write a 1-3 sentence summary of each section of the article.
Political Alienation Literature
Focus: Political alienation in the state with normlessness; the belief that government official is violating the norms or rules in effort to pursuit narrow interest.
Source of Political alienation: Personal and Political
Personal (ex. person’s income, education, age, race, and sex): lower level of education more people feel political alienation. African-Americans, women, and Latinos are more politically inefficacious than white males 
Political: higher level of political participation reduces alienation. contextual factors such ideology and partisanship also important
Descriptive representation is inversely related to political estrangement among African-Americans 
Descriptive Representation and Politically Engaged Personas
Early research shows that when change of circumstance and African-American achieve greater level of representation trust in government and institutions have increased. This finding suggests that descriptive representation also help Latinos to reduce political alienation. As a result More recent research has shown that descriptive representation increases voter participation, trust, political knowledge, and efficacy among African-Americans and, among Latinos, turnout.
Our Argument
Hypothesis: (H1) Latino citizens descriptively represented in legislative bodies will be less likely than other Latino citizens to manifest political alienation. (p. 4)
Sub-hypothesis: (H1a) The reduction in political alienation among Latino citizens descriptively represented in legislative bodies will be greater when those Latino citizens are concurrently descriptively represented in more legislative offices.

Analyze and evaluate the reasoning that Pantoja and Segura develop in their article. How convincing do you find their arguments? A number of arguments are highlighted below, but there are many more. What strengths and weaknesses do you find in their arguments?
- What is Pantoja and Segura’s motive?
Few scholars have systematically explored alienation among African-Americans and even fewer have done so among Latinos (p.442)
we fill this gap by exploring the contextual and individual-level determinants of political alienation among the Latino electorate. 
- What is Pantoja and Segura’s objective?
Effect descriptive representation has on constituent’s political behaviors and orientation.
This article uses a political empowerment approach to explore the effect that descriptive representation in legislatures has on levels of political alienation among Latinos.
Testing theory: political empowerment (give authority to someone) thesis.
Hypothesis1: Latino citizens descriptively represented in legislative bodies will be less likely than other Latino citizens to manifest political alienation. (p. 4)
- What is Pantoja and Segura’s main conclusion?
Descriptive representation alone is not a panacea for creating politically engaged personas among Latinos. 

- How do Pantoja and Segura define “political alienation”?
Source of Political alienation: Personal and Political
Personal (ex. person’s income, education, age, race, and sex): lower level of education more people feel political alienation. African-Americans, women, and Latinos are more politically inefficacious than white males 
Political: higher level of political participation reduces alienation. contextual factors such ideology and partisanship also important
Descriptive representation is inversely related to political estrangement among African-Americans 
What are the two main sources of data for this study? In other words, how do Pantoja and Segura measure the dependent variable, political alienation, and independent variable, descriptive representation?
Two main sources: Personal and Political factors
Measure: (survey in California and Texas, sample taken from Latino respondent)
Dependent variable: Political alienation; assessing by asking question “Would you say that government is run by a few big interests looking out for themselves, or that it is run for the benefit of all of the people?” (Coded “big interest” 0 and “benefit all” 1)
Descriptive Representation Frequency: 3 indicating that the respondent is simultaneously represented by Latinos in the state assembly, state senate, and U.S. House. Anticipation: as more Latino legislators represent, it will lower the political alienation among Latino citizen = negative coefficient 
Dummy variable Texas: set as 1 Anticipation: Texas Latino would be less alienated from the political system =negative coefficient (Reason 1: institutional structure in Texas has greater opportunity for wining the set in legislature due to the size of district, Reason 2: Latino’s in California ethnically tensioned and hostile political environment)
Independent variable: demographic, political, and ethnicity-specific
Ethnicity-specific
Latino’s Representative power: Whether Latino elected officials has the power to improve the lives of their Latino constituents. (0~3 scale; higher value strongly agrees improved) Anticipation: belief in the efficacy of Latino official’s increases, levels of alienation will decrease. Negative coefficient 
U.S. Born: (1 native and 0 naturalized) naturalized citizens have higher opinions of political institutions and more trust in the political system, while native-born citizens are less enthused. Anticipation: Natives are more alienated positive coefficient. As immigrants assimilate, their level of trust in the system goes down.
Spanish Media: Is respondent’s using English or Spanish language media?)(0~4scale)
Anticipation: Less alienation among those use Spanish media and less English media Negative coefficient
Political Variable
Political Interest: Level of political attentiveness
Anticipation: Negatively associated with alienation
Social Capital: Whether respondent belong to any association (volunteer organization)
Anticipation: Negatively associated with alienation
Internal Efficacy: respondent’s perception of his/her ability to understand and engage the political system
Anticipation: Negatively associated with alienation
Democrats: dummy coding (=1) for political party (non-Demo=0)
Strength of party: measure partisanship on 4-point scale
Anticipation: Strong partisanship inversely associated with alienation. 
Political knowledge: measure knowledge of U.S political system in 4-point scale (high value = more knowledge) Interact with “Descriptive Representation Frequency”
Demographic Variable
High school graduate: coded 1 for who complete high school
Anticipation: positively related to alienation
Age: chronological age
Anticipation: negatively associated with party alienation.(older more involve in politics)
Homeownership: proxy for income
Anticipation: correlated with education/ homeowners would be less likely to manifest the alienation we are studying. 
Why do the authors believe that descriptive representation might be related to political alienation? What is the reasoning that connects these two phenomena?
Author extended the idea from the previous research; When African-American achieve greater level of representation, trust in government and institutions have increased. (Diminished the political alienation) Finding suggests that descriptive representation also help Latinos to reduce political alienation.  (P. 443)
As a result More recent research has shown that descriptive representation increases voter participation, trust, political knowledge, and efficacy among African-Americans and, among Latinos, turnout. (P. 444)
How would you evaluate this argument? Do you find it compelling? Why or why not?
Comparing Latino and African-American’s
Although they share some similar characteristics, since they are from two completely different ethnicity we cannot really associate two things together?
How does political knowledge appear to impact political alienation in this study?
Political knowledge is positively associated with the alienation.
More the respondent knows politics, the more alienated from the government.
Greater level of political knowledge more political alienated
Have strongest effect


The evidence that Pantoja and Segura examine in the section entitled, “Are Latino Representatives Better?” significantly impacts the interpretation of their results. Explain why this evidence is so important and how it shifts their interpretation.
Author believes that Latino citizens that are actually been descriptively represented in legislative body have an effect on political alienation. However, this section suggests, “Whether or not someone actually is descriptively represented has no effect on his or her assessment of descriptive representation.” (p. 454)
Experience of having descriptive representation did not increase the value whether they want the descriptive representation or not. (p. 455)

Consider the relationship between Pantoja and Segura’s study and Mansbridge’s (1999) analysis of descriptive representation in answering the following prompts:
1. List the two studies’ objectives. What similarities and differences can you identify between them?
Pantoja and Segura’s study: Effect descriptive representation has on constituent’s political behaviors and orientation.
Mansbridge’s analysis: Should Blacks Represent Blacks and Women Represent Women? A Contingent "Yes"  
Similarity: they are both examining whether the descriptive representation has an effect on ethnic minority.
Difference: Pantoja and Segura’s study is Theory vs. Empirical?? Theory = Author extended the idea from the previous research; When African-American achieve greater level of representation, Diminished the political alienation. Finding suggests that descriptive representation also help Latinos to reduce political alienation.  (P. 443)
Mansbridge’s analysis is normative text and it is not testing hypothesis or theory.

2. What is Mansbridge’s methodological approach? What is Pantoja and Segura’s methodological approach? What are the strengths and weaknesses of each approach?
Mansbridge = Normative approach?
 Strength: Providing the norms and value to audience
 Weakness: Not enough empirical evidence to convince the audience? Only the extracted research on the matter.

Pantoja and Segura = political empowerment approach
 Strength: Provide visualized empirical evidence (statistics), Clarity to audience
 Weakness: 
3. Mansbridge discusses the problem of essentialism. Does this concept factor into Pantoja and Segura’s study?
Essentialism: under an assumption that all of the members in the group share essential identity that others could not fulfill and it include the descriptive characteristic that bind every member together and giving them common interest. Others could not adequately represent the member of a descriptive group and vice versa.
Yes, because Pantoja and Segura’s study only forcus on Latino representative and does not mention anything about the "surrogate" representation (the representative that does not possess the essential characteristics represent on behalf of that group)

4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Mansbridge concludes that there are four conditions under which descriptive representation is desirable. Can we tell from Pantoja and Segura’s study whether any of these conditions were present in their cases?
4 condition: Should accept costs of descriptive representation when
1) communication is impaired, often by distrust
2) interests are relatively uncrystallized
3) a group has once been considered unfit to rule (historically discriminated)
4) de facto legitimacy is low within the group.

About the Dummy variable Texas: Texas Latino would be less alienated from the political system (Reason 1: institutional structure in Texas has greater opportunity for wining the set in legislature due to the size of district, Reason 2: Latino’s in California ethnically tensioned and hostile political environment)

Political knowledge: More the respondent knows politics, the more alienated from the government. => 2) If the interest is clear to Latino constituent’s they are more cynical/critical to government. More alienated from politics.

