0Write a 1-3 sentence summary of each section of the article. 
- Analyze and evaluate the reasoning that Pantoja and Segura develop in their article. How convincing do you find their arguments? A number of arguments are highlighted below, but there are many more. What strengths and weaknesses do you find in their arguments? 
-motive, obj, conclusions, methods and explanation all extremely clear.
- What is Pantoja and Segura’s motive? 
-Although a generally well-explored phenomenon, few scholars have systematically explored alienation among African-Americans, and even fewer have done so among Latinos. In this article, we ﬁll this gap by exploring the contextual and individual-level determinants of political alienation among the Latino electorate.
-scholars have failed to address if descriptive representation has an effect on political alienation. OBJECTIVE IS TO FILL A GAP- MOTIVE IS THE GAP (DON’T USE VERBS TO DESCRIBE THE MOTIVE)
- What is Pantoja and Segura’s objective?
-This article uses a political empowerment approach to explore the effect that descriptive representation in legislatures has on levels of political alienation among Latinos.
-We ask if the presence of one or more co-ethnic representatives in legislative ofﬁce reduces levels of political alienation among the Latinos so represented.
-hypothesis:
 H1: Latino citizens descriptively represented in legislative bodies will be less likely than other Latino citizens to manifest political alienation.
 H1a: The reduction in political alienation among Latino citizens descriptively represented in legislative bodies will be greater when those Latino citizens are concurrently descriptively represented in more legislative ofﬁces. Not a normative approach (as it has hypotheses)
-explore the effect that DR … (pg 441) which perspective they will use to approach this?
-pg 442- research Q: We ask if the presence of one or more co-ethnic representatives in legislative ofﬁce reduces levels of political alienation among the Latinos so represented.
-BEHAVOUIRAL APPROACH- does DR have an effect on the attitudes of Latinos
 - What is Pantoja and Segura’s main conclusion? 
-The presence of Latino representatives in state assembly, senate, and/or U.S. House is associated with lower levels of political alienation among Latino constituents. The effect is modest. ﬁnd that other factors (demographic, political, and ethnic-speciﬁc) also exert powerful inﬂuences on levels of political alienation among Latinos. 
-Although ﬁnding modest evidence for the political empowerment thesis, descriptive representation alone is not a panacea for creating politically engaged personas among Latinos
-DR not the only factor. Cannot confirm something without a doubt. Have found that DR will create less alienation. 
-descriptive representation has a negative, signiﬁcant, and important effect on political alienation. Descriptively represented Latino citizens are less likely to articulate feelings of political alienation. 
-Furthermore, that effect increases as the frequency of descriptive representation increases. Citizens with more than one co-ethnic representative show an even lower propensity toward alienation from government.
-Other factors—demographic, political, ethnicity-speciﬁc- appear to exert an effect on political alienation. The most signiﬁcant predictor, and not entirely unanticipated, was political knowledge.
- How do Pantoja and Segura define “political alienation”? 
- a term signifying some degree of individual discontent or disconnect from the political process
-‘‘a social condition in which citizens have or feel minimal connection with the exercise of political power’’
---refine the definition to make it easier to measure. Behavioural approach, so focuses on the mental states: 
- mental states as powerlessness, normlessness, cynicism, meaninglessness, negativism, estrangement, value rejection, anomie, and distrust
---still too abstract, so focus on normlessness  corruption (feeling gov. isn’t good enough, only serves interests of small group) use corruption as a proxy, to see if people have faith in the system, and therefore if they feel alienated as a result. 

- What are the two main sources of data for this study? In other words, how do Pantoja and Segura measure the dependent variable, political alienation, and independent variable, descriptive representation?
-Using data from the 1997 Toma´s Rivera Policy Institute post-election survey carried out in California and Texas, supplemented with data on the ethnicity of legislators serving each respondent
-We employ a political empowerment model, which gauges the effect descriptive representation has on constituents’ political behaviours and orientations
-To test descriptive representation’s impact on levels of Latino political normlessness, we use data drawn from a 1997 post-election survey conducted by the Toma ´s Rivera Policy Institute. Our overall sample of Latino respondents consists of two randomly drawn samples from high-density Latino counties in California (n=403) and Texas (n=403).
-independent variable: code 
-don’t tell us how they code Latino representatives. (traditionally- look at statements they make, pictures of representatives, use last names)
 - Why do the authors believe that descriptive representation might be related to political alienation? What is the reasoning that connects these two phenomena? 
- ‘‘political empowerment’’/‘‘political reality’’ model: account for why African-Americans feel more estranged than whites from government. Argues African Americans aware of their politically disadvantaged status tend to be more cynical, alienated, and less trusting toward government. achieve greater level of representation (election of African-American mayors) trust in government and institutions shown to increase among the group. 
---ﬁndings may be suggestive that descriptive representation of Latinos may diminish general feelings of disconnect with the exercise of political power among Latino constituents. 
-Descriptive representatives by appearance alone, statements, or symbolic gestures send cues to their co-ethnic constituents that they will be more responsive to their needs. The result is a constituency more empowered to participate in politics. 
-More recent research shown that descriptive representation increases voter participation, trust, political knowledge, and efﬁcacy among African-Americans and, among Latinos, turnout. 
- How would you evaluate this argument? Do you find it compelling? Why or why not? 
- Not compelling- for AAs, not Latinos. Does not give strong enough evidence re how we can apply AA model to Latinos. What is this ‘more recent research’? needs to elaborate. 
-voters and representatives communicate through DR cues. Pol alienation will be reduced by DR (evaluate the logic of this one idea)
-logic of premise
1. there has been research that shows it works for AA
2. possible to assume connection of pol alienation of Latinos and DR are connected
3. assumption that AA comparable to Latinos (not convincing?)
-validity of premise is true - follows that conclusion is true 
- How does political knowledge appear to impact political alienation in this study? 
--451, 456. RE DR; more information, less alienation?
-measure alienation, rely on a question directly assessing respondent’s belief about who the general beneﬁciaries of government are; ‘‘Would you say that government is run by a few big interests looking out for themselves, or that it is run for the beneﬁt of all of the people?’’ 732 valid responses in the two states, almost exactly evenly divided between the two perceptions (belief in the ‘big interest’ and belief that gov. is run to ‘benefit all’)
-political Knowledge is positively associated with alienation; the more the respondent knows about politics, the more alienated from government. consistent with cynic’s view that familiarity with American politics is much associated with contempt and that greater levels of political knowledge were associated with negative evaluations of Congress. This knowledge measure is the single strongest effect in the model. Moving from the lowest to highest levels of knowledge increases the likelihood of offering the alienated response by over 22.4 percent.
-expectation from voters (444) that DR will be good for them- candidates send out cues to voters and make them believe that they will represent their interests. 
- The evidence that Pantoja and Segura examine in the section entitled, “Are Latino Representatives Better?” significantly impacts the interpretation of their results. Explain why this evidence is so important and how it shifts their interpretation. 

-We assumed from the outset that respondents would place some value on having co-ethnic representation. Speciﬁcally, we would not expect Descriptive Representation Frequency to lower political alienation unless respondents attributed a value to co-ethnic representation greater than the value placed on other representatives.
- Whether or not someone actually is descriptively represented has no effect on his/her assessment of descriptive representation. We would conclude, then, that while there is some evidence that descriptively represented folks are less alienated from the political system, those same folks do not appear to put appreciably more (or less) stock in the importance of that descriptive representation.
-That is, while they generally desire it, achieving descriptive representation does not appear to have increased its value in the minds of those citizens.
---the evidence is: Table 3 reports cross-tabulations between our measure of Descriptive Representation and two other variables: Latino Representative Power and the respondent’s beliefs about whether Latinos better represent Latinos (with 1 indicating agreement or strong agreement and 0 the reverse). In addition to cell frequencies, Table 3 also reports column percents.
-perceptions of pop with and without a Latino rep are still high- counter-intuitive. 
-might still think that Latino reps are the best, but might not be represented by one. Cant answer why people think Latinos are better despite not being represented by one. 
---people confused? Etc
---many questions that might need to be approached from a different perspective. Might need to measure outputs (how policy changes)
- Consider the relationship between Pantoja and Segura’s study and Mansbridge’s (1999) analysis of descriptive representation in answering the following prompts: 
   o List the two studies’ objectives. What similarities and differences can you identify between them? 
   o What is Mansbridge’s methodological approach? What is Pantoja and Segura’s methodological approach? What are the strengths and weaknesses of each approach? 
-Mansbridge is normative. No hypothesis. No statistical analysis
-p&s is behavioural. Hypothesis. Statistical analysis. +ve= reliability of data tested. 
   o Mansbridge discusses the problem of essentialism. Does this concept factor into Pantoja and Segura’s study? 
-mans opposes essentialism- sells idea that there is something you cannot fight against. 
---argues identity can be built from variety of things (not just from background)
-p&s: Ess- something that makes AAs the same. Assume Latinos as homogeneous group that share essential characteristic that allows them to be lumped into one group. Assumption Latino group are one group.  
   o Mansbridge concludes that there are four conditions under which descriptive representation is desirable. Can we tell from Pantoja and Segura’s study whether any of these conditions were present in their cases?


-thesis statement: I am going to review these two articles (what are you going to do in the texts)
Intro: why topics are important, list authors and titles (according to APA)
Synthesis: make 2 texts talk to each other. How do certain ideas compare, implications for the other, 
Do the two texts interact (no)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Don’t include conclusion. Thus far, this is my analysis of the text. Or finish text with final discussion of synthesis. Reference list must be included 


-mansbridge; focus on substantive representation. (rep of groups interests)- leads to DR
-p&s; focus on symbolic representation. DR has symbolic value- seeing a rep with the same characteristics in power helps constituents feel empowered. 
